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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
Andrew Stephens

When Genome Alberta was incorporated in 2005, oil prices and bird flu were on the rise
and personalized medicine was a dream for the future. We know what has happened
to oil prices, bird flu is under control, personalized medicine is real, and this year
Genome Alberta had a chance to take a breath and reflect on 10 years of operation.
In the 2015-2016 fiscal year, an independent expert panel was asked to gauge
the effectiveness, relevance, and impact of Genome Alberta’s first 10 years and its
report was completed in late 2015. I’m pleased to say the results were glowing. We
were seen as a lean organization that has made excellent use of limited resources,
excelled in project management, and has built productive linkages with the public
and private research community. In large part we can thank our staff and research
partners over the years for being able to set priorities, identify the best research to
put forward in funding competitions, and for finding ways to get the job done using
available resources.

Our Boards over the years were referred to in the evaluation report as strong and
engaged Boards which looked after Genome Alberta’s accountability to stakeholders,
and worked to represent and extend the organization’s interests in broad areas
of potential application. Our first Board Chair Art Froehlich set a high bar for the
organization and I am honoured to be able to follow in the footsteps of other past
Board Chairs, Dennis Fitzpatrick and Stella Thompson.
The Alberta Government will be tabling a new Budget in April of 2016 and with that
budget we expect to see a new focus on economic diversification and a new innovation
agenda. This will create an opportunity to redefine the nature of Genome Alberta’s
role in the province’s innovation ecosystem and I am confident that the Board, CEO,
and Genome Alberta staff will be able to guide us through the changes.
Genome Canada has invested over $2.5 billion in genomics over the last 15 years
and Genome Alberta with the support of the Government of Alberta, has been an
active part of that research portfolio for the last 10 years. In Canada’s Federal Budget
2016, Genome Canada received funding to support its pan-Canadian activities to
the end of 2019–20 and the Alberta Government has indicated its continued support.
On behalf of Genome Alberta’s Board I would like to thank all of our past and present
funders for supporting our research endeavours. We look forward to building an
even stronger Alberta presence in Canada’s Genomics Enterprise.

“ Genome Alberta has been
favoured with strong governance
throughout its history”
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MESSAGE FROM THE CEO
Dr. David Bailey

Alberta researchers represented 47% of Genome
Prairie’s project portfolio in 2004 and the provincial
government at the time made genomics an integral
part of its Life Sciences Strategy. With the momentum
coming out of that strong research showing, Genome
Alberta was created in 2005 as a stand alone Genome
Centre, separate from Genome Prairie—the same
year the first draft of the chimpanzee genome was
published.
Since then many more genomes have been published and Genome Alberta has gone on to invest
a total of $155.6 million in genomics research and
partnerships. Not only was our 10 Year Evaluation
Panel pleased with that amount of research, it had
high praise for our ability to take every dollar of core
funding from the Province of Alberta and leverage it
into $9.06 worth of genomics research.
Everyone at Genome Alberta has worked as a team
to achieve such a high level of performance and we
are not about to rest on our past achievement. We had
a successful application in Round 5 of the Genomics
Applied Partnership Program and will be co-leading
the project with Genome Atlantic. “Microbial genomics
for de-risking offshore oil and gas exploration in
Nova Scotia” will be spearheaded by Casey Hubert
from the University of Calgary who will be working

closely with Adam MacDonald from the Nova Scotia
Department of Energy. The 2014 Large Scale Applied
Research Project competition was equally successful
with 2 agricultural projects worth almost 20 million
receiving the nod. A third application was not funded,
but industry support was strong as was support
from the Alberta Livestock and Meat Agency, and we
were able to successfully re-structure the project. A
Genomics Applied Partnership Program project from
Randy Weselake started its activities in April of 2015 and
2015-2016 also saw the launch of the Alberta co-lead
GE3LS Network in Genomics and Personalized Health.
One of the reasons for our success has been a concentrated effort to engage the research community.
During this fiscal year we hosted funding information sessions in Lethbridge, Calgary, and Edmonton,
and extended our reach even further through webbased events.
We have started work on a new 5-year Strategic
Plan that draws on the advice and recommendations
from our 10 Year Evaluation and a Board Retreat.
With that plan in hand and our hoped-for success
in the next LSARP competition, Genome Alberta will
continue to power genomics research and help to
diversify Alberta’s economy.

“ The Alberta Genomics
research community
continues to perform
well in Genome Canada
research competitions”
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MESSAGE FROM THE CSO
Dr. Gijs van Rooijen

During the past year, Genome Alberta worked
diligently with the scientific community, industry,
and government to develop high impact proposals
as part of the 2015 Large-Scale Applied Research
Project Competition in Natural Resources and the
Environment. When Genome Canada was created
in 2000, energy and mining were not formally recognized as sectors that could benefit from genomics solutions, but in the latest competition they
have joined forestry because of new discoveries
adding genomics into the energy and mining toolkit.
Given the importance of oil and gas to Alberta, we
championed the “Energy and Mining” genomics
strategy on behalf of Genome Canada and the
other Genome Centres. Following this consultation
process Energy and Mining were formally recognized
as sectors that could benefit from genomics solutions
and were included as part of 2015 LSARP. Genomics
has the potential to significantly contribute to
innovation by improving environmental performance
and production efficiencies, and we are keenly
awaiting the results of the 2015 LSARP Competition
in the summer of 2016.
The next big national funding initiative will be in
human health, and Canada and Alberta are not
alone in our health focus. On January 20, 2015
President Obama announced the Precision Medicine
Initiative® (PMI) in his State of the Union address.
He said that through advances in research, technology and policies that empower patients, the

PMI will enable a new era of medicine in which
researchers, providers and patients work together
to develop individualized care. Following this
announcement, a host of other countries followed
suit, mostly centered around very large human
sequencing projects. We have already taken some
steps in this direction with the Alberta co-lead
GE3LS Network in Genomics and Personalized
Health which was funded this year. Included in the
Genome Canada activities supported by the 2016
Federal budget is an Applied Health Genomics
Competition. We anticipate it will be launched in
2017 and will include Precision Medicine initiatives.
Genome Alberta and Alberta Innovates Health
Solutions have started extensive consultations
with Alberta’s stakeholder community to seize on
the opportunities that this may bring for Alberta,
including genomics based healthcare solutions
focused on more accurate prediction, preventions
and treatment of diseases.
From Natural Resources to Human Health, the
potential of genomics applications is enormous.
With its abundant natural resources and its single
health care delivery system, Alberta is well positioned
to take advantage of these opportunities. As we
have done in the past, we will ensure that Alberta
remains an important leader and partner in this
genomics revolution.

“ Genomics based
innovations will be
an asset to diversify
Alberta’s economy”
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A NOTE FROM THE COMMUNICATIONS DESK
Mike Spear

Today there are more that 819 million hours of video available on YouTube. Not bad
growth from the first video uploaded in April of 2005, and it is one example of how the
communications landscape has changed in a relatively short period of time.
When Genome Alberta stepped out in 2005 and started creating videos to tell the
story of genomics and of our own ’omics research projects, it was an expensive
process that still required some costly gear to get the job done. Time and tools have
changed and in the past year we have helped produce videos that were shot with
smartphones and tablets. Many of these videos were used in our annual DNA Day
on April 21st, 2015. This year’s event featured science journalist Jay Ingram as host
along with Dr. Francois Bernier, head of the Department of Medical Genetics at the
Cumming School of Medicine, and Dr. Carolyn Fitzsimmons, Assistant Professor in
Agricultural, Food & Nutritional Science at the University of Alberta. We’d like to thank
our national outreach partner ‘Let’s Talk Science’ for helping us make the event possible and for playing a key role in the 1,742 website visits we had on DNA Day.
With sponsorship money across all sectors and all parts of the province harder to
come by because of the economic downturn, the past year was difficult for Alberta’s
science fairs. Genome Alberta has been sponsoring regional fairs around the province since 2006 and we’re pleased to say we didn’t let them down this fiscal year.
We offered cash prizes and plaques for participants, post stories and pictures about
the events, and feature blog contributions from some of the participants. You can
find out more about our support for education elsewhere in this report and we look
forward to seeing what some of Alberta’s best and brightest science students have
to offer in the future.
The 10 Year Evaluation Report noted that our communications efforts have been
nationally lauded for pioneering work in genomics outreach through social media,
blogs, videography, and podcasts. In the coming year we will be developing a new
Communications Strategy which will include additional ways to reach out to more

Jay Ingram and Dr. Francois Bernier

stakeholders, researchers, and the academic community. As part of that development we initiated a significant revision of our website this year to streamline the
navigation, make the entire site more mobile-friendly, and ensure accessibility for
people with disabilities. The new website will be live in late summer of 2016. As with
all our communications activities, we look forward to telling you more of our stories
and hearing your thoughts on our work.
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WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY

A metabolomics breakthrough creates a fast, accurate and non-invasive way to screen for predisposition to an array of diseases and medical conditions

Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (NMR) spectrometry can be used
to determine the molecular composition of biofluids such as
blood or urine, but identifying the type and concentration of
specific metabolites is a time-consuming process with results
dependent on consistent human interpretation. This limits the
platform’s efficacy as an early-stage diagnostic tool for a wide
spectrum of diseases.

Dr. David Wishart, one of Ravanbakhsh’s PhD advisors and leader
of the Metabolomics Innovation Centre in Edmonton, says the
research that led to this breakthrough started around 2000 as
part of a broader effort to make metabolomics more mainstream.
He uses an analogy to explain the significance of the advance:
“We’ve been looking at the world through a keyhole, and now
we’re looking through a picture window.”

Machine learning researcher Siamak Ravanbakhsh had nev-

By assessing the concentration of 50 to 60 “metabolic markers”
such as glucose and glutamine, this system will be able help
doctors ascertain predisposition to diseases such as diabetes
and Alzheimer’s, as well as many cancers and even obesity. Early
identification can prompt lifestyle or medical interventions that
forestall the onset of health problems.

er considered this problem when he started working toward a
master’s degree at the University of Alberta. “Wouldn’t it be great
if you could take some blood, push a button and see what’s in
there?” his advisor, computer scientist Russell Greiner, asked one
day. Ravanbakhsh got to work.
The ensuing breakthrough—a system called Bayesil that can
quickly, accurately and automatically produce a metabolic profile
from a small biofluid sample—is a big step toward the ability to
predict the eventual onset of a number of diseases and medical
conditions. Cost-effective and non-invasive, this technology could
create a myriad of new applications for the science of metabolomics.
“We now have a toolbox to effectively analyze and interpret a
complex set of compounds,” says Dr. Ravanbakhsh, who earned
his master’s and PhD at the U of A and is currently a postdoctoral
fellow at Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh. “It’s not something for the future—it’s happening.”

“Most of the exciting stuff in science happens when the fringes
of fields like metabolomics and machine learning intersect,” says
Dr. Wishart, noting that an Edmonton company has developed a
urine test to screen for pre-cancerous colon polyps, and that a kit
allowing labs to use the technique at the heart of Bayesil could
be on sale this summer. “In these new frontiers, collaborations
can be very fruitful.”

Genome Alberta has leveraged
Genome Canada’s initial metabolomics investment into a
provincial cluster which now
represents 1/3 of the world’s
metabolomics companies.
Dr. David Wishart published the
first draft of the human metabolome in 2007. This Genome
Alberta supported research
received international recognition
and has become a stepping stone
for research and application in
metabolomics, systems biology.
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Gerry Ward is a former teacher and has been Genome Alberta’s Education Consultant
from our early days.
A “Genome awards program for science fairs” was suggested at a January 2006
meeting of the Genome Alberta education advisory committee and Gerry has been
shepherding our science fair activities since then. In the first year of the program,
ten students were presented with Genome Alberta Awards. At that time, many of
the regional science fairs did not have genomics-related projects that met the
criteria but in subsequent years regional participation increased to 100% and
20–25 awards are now presented provincially.
Apart from nurturing science in grade school, Genome Alberta has been able to
harness the talent of University students and offer practical experience by employing
Masters of Biomedical Technology students on either a full time or a summer basis.
As an undergraduate science student you spend a lot of time in the lab, but little
time learning what to do with your research after the fact. For students who are
interested in that next step there is the MBT program, a one-year course-based
master’s program offered at the University of Calgary. There are only a handful of
similar programs offered across the country, and the University of Calgary’s MBT
program is the only one in Western Canada.
The program includes science and business courses covering subjects such as
project management, commercialization, and intellectual property.

READING, WRITING,
ARITHMETIC, AND

SCIENCE

“We actually took quite a lengthy course on genomics.” said MBT graduate Niall
Kerrigan, “We had to learn all the ins and outs of the latest technologies and how
the genomics revolution is penetrating into almost every single sector. That gave
me a good foundation to understand the purpose of Genome Alberta and the role
that they play in the innovation framework.”
Niall Kerrigan and fellow MBT graduate Harleen Ghuttora both completed their
practicums at Genome Alberta last year and were asked to stay on as Program
Coordinators in this fiscal year. Working at Genome Alberta has been valuable experience
for the MBT graduates and has exposed them to the different industries and dynamics
within the Alberta life science sector. “I’ve come to learn a lot more about the
healthcare system in Alberta as well as the different players involved, what they do,
and how they impact the innovation that’s going into this ecosystem.” said Harleen.
Encouraging the pursuit of science and putting it to
work for the benefit of all Albertans has been
important to Genome Alberta over our history
and we will explore new education
initiatives in the coming year.
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…72 PROJECTS IN 10 YEARS
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Genomics Research
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This fiscal year we were able to increase our historically strong presence in livestock-related research with the launch of three new projects:
BEEF CATTLE
Development and deployment of MBVs/gEPDs
for feed efficiency and carcass traits that perform
in commercial beef cattle. Project leaders: John
Basarab, University of Alberta; Donagh Berry, Animal
and Grassland Research & Innovation Centre, Ireland;
John Crowley, Canadian Beef Breeds Council .
Genome Alberta research is helping Canadian beef
production become more sustainable with the adoption
of breeding and selection tools with genomically enhanced
information. Benefits extend down the value chain
from more efficient animals at the production level to
higher quality beef at the consumer level.
According to project manager Dawn Trautman, “when
you add to that the environmental benefits from fewer
inputs and more efficient production, it’s a win-win-win.
While only in year one of the project, over 2,000 industry
crossbred animals have been genotyped and the
information is being used to develop index values for
better decision making in the beef industry.”

DAIRY CATTLE
Increasing feed efficiency and reducing methane
emissions through genomics: A new promising
goal for the Canadian dairy industry. Project
leaders: Filippo Miglior, University of Guelph; Paul
Stothard, University of Alberta.

PORK
Application of genomics to improve disease
resilience and sustainability in pork production.
Project leaders: Michael Dyck, University of Alberta;
John Harding, University of Saskatchewan; Bob Kemp,
PigGen Canada Inc.

The Efficient Dairy Genome Project—formally entitled
“Increasing feed efficiency and reducing methane
emissions through genomics: A new promising goal for
the Canadian dairy industry”—is building on previous
successes in the dairy industry using genomics.

The international collaboration for the project “Application of Genomics to Improve Disease Resilience
and Sustainability in Pork Production,” will build on
successes from the 2010 LSARP. The project will use
genomics to investigate the ability of pigs to respond
to infection in a way that minimizes the impact of the
disease; an attribute coined “disease resilience”.

The international project’s research objectives will
allow genomic selection for animals that are more feed
efficient so they produce more milk with fewer inputs,
while also producing less methane, a powerful greenhouse gas.
“These research objectives will significantly reduce
the environmental footprint of the dairy industry,” said
project manager Mary De Pauw. “In addition, analyses
will reveal the socio-economic and environmental
benefits of selecting for these two traits and factors
that may impact adoption of the technology at all
levels of the dairy industry.”

The project will also include the study of the role of
the microbiome, vaccine response, maternal effects,
feed management in disease resilience, and producer
decision-making behaviours.
As project manager Irene Wenger explained, “the ultimate goal is to reduce the need for antibiotics in pig
production and support the integration of resilience
strategies into the pork industry.”
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The project is working with a commercial dairy farm
in Alberta to collect feed intake data on over 1,000 dairy animals,
which will be integrated with data from over 9,000 cows from
research herds in Canada and internationally.
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Ground-breaking settlement pushes personalized medicine forward

Before a recent legal case resulted in a ground-breaking settlement,
gene patents were serious obstacles to Canadian patients. Strictly
adhering to legal requirements stemming from those patents meant
Canadians had to pay exorbitant prices for certain genetic tests and
suffer long diagnostic delays, sometimes with disastrous effect.
As the situation was complicated and influenced by precedence
in both the legal and medical spheres, it was not easily undone.
Few were willing to even try until PACEomics stepped up and
spearheaded the effort.
PACEomics took on the challenge, with some extraordinary effort
by researcher Richard Gold, associate dean at McGill University’s
Faculty of Law, not only because it was the right thing to do for
Canadian patients in general, but also because it aligned with
the nonprofit’s overall goal to aid the realization of personalized
medicine in Canada and around the world. Bringing the case to
court was the right and appropriate means to broaden and
speed patient access to genetic testing—the very cornerstone
of personalized medicine.
“As clinical whole-genome diagnostic testing is becoming the
standard of care, patents covering DNA sequences and genetic
tests block access to Canadian hospitals and the public health
care system in general,” said Gold.
“If Canada and Canadians are to benefit from the potential of
personalized medicine, then hospitals and governments need tools
to counter the negative effects of patents in this area. The goal
of the litigation was to provide such a tool. The win means that
gene patents need no longer prevent hospitals and governments
from declining to offer genetic tests or informing patients of all
results arising from a genetic test.”

The case was Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario (CHEO) versus
Transgenomic Inc, an American-based biotech company and
holder of the patent related to Long QT syndrome, a potentially
deadly heart rhythm condition. After long discussions, the case
was settled with Transgenomic’s agreement to allow CHEO and
all other public hospitals and labs to test Canadians for Long QT
on a not-for-profit basis.
“The Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario estimated that Ontario
alone would save $200,000 per year for Long QT testing alone.
Multiply this by the number of provinces and territories and all
genes that may be subject to patents now and in the future, and
the savings are very large,” said Gold. “The agreement sets a
precedent for not only Long QT but for all genetic testing in
Canada today and into the future.”
And what did this stellar outcome ultimately cost the public?
“It cost the public and CHEO nothing. All participants,
including staff, the lawyers and me, provided their time
for free,” said Gold. “The PACEOMICS grant was able
to cover a few modest costs, such as travel to Ottawa
and meeting expenses. These were far less than we
had budgeted. Thus the return on investment is
incredibly high. This is a success story by
any measure.”

The Personalized, Accessible,
Cost-Effective applications of
‘Omics technologies, or PACE
Project was made possible in
2013 with funding from Genome
Canada, Genome Alberta and
the Canadian Institutes of
Health Research. The project
is led by Chris McCabe at the
University of Alberta with
co-lead Tania Bubela, also from
the University of Alberta and
is scheduled to wrap up at the
end of March 2017.
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During the 2015–2016 fiscal year many of our projects completed or
wound down their activities while we simultaneously saw the launch and
ramp up of 15 new projects. This constant renewal is a testament to the
strength of the research community in our province and their ability lead
partnerships with Canadian and International research leaders.

In its first 10 years, Genome Alberta was engaged in more than
$155M in funding from close to 150 partners, and provided opportunities
to train and develop over 1000 individuals across the research continuum.
Our research range has included health care, livestock/agri-food, energy
and oilsands, and explorations into how genomics impacts society.

GENOME ALBERTA PROJECT FUNDING
BY CATEGORY 2005 – 2015
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PROJECT PARTNERS AND GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION
RESEARCH PARTNERS
INDUSTRY/END-USER PARTNERS
Guelph: 16
Southern Ontario: 5
Halifax: 1
International: 17
Montreal: 7
Ottawa: 6
Quebec: 5
Regina: 1
Saskatoon: 13
Toronto: 9
US: 25
Vancouver: 5
Victoria: 5
Winnipeg: 3

Beaver Lodge: 4
Calgary: 23
Edmonton: 59
Lacombe: 4
Lethbridge: 11

INTERNATIONAL:
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Western Canadian
Microbiome Centre at
the University of Calgary
announced (2015)
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World’s first genome
clinic for children opens
in Toronto (2013)
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CURRENT
PROJECT
PORTFOLIO

FOR GENOME ALBERTA

1. PACE–‘Omics: Personalized, Accessible, Cost-Effective applications of ‘Omics technologies
2. Reducing stroke burden with hospital-ready biomarker test for rapid TIA triage
3. Enhanced CARE for RARE Genetic Diseases in Canada
4. PEGASUS: PErsonalized Genomics for prenatal Aneuploidy Screening USing maternal blood
5. Support for a bioinformatics position for the NSERC TRIA Network
6. GE3LS network in genomics and personalized health
7. Sustaining and securing Canada’s honey bees using ‘omic tools
8. Rapid Sampling and Detection of STEC in Meat
9. Point-of-need Gene-based system for Detection of Priority STEC in Beef
10. Continuation of the Bioinformatics Support for the Genome Canada ABC programs
11. Modeling and Therapeutic Targeting of the Clinical and Genetic Diversity of Glioblastoma
12. Improving Canadian pork industry profits and export potential by developing genomic tools to
enhance health, performance and disease resilience in wean to finish pigs
13. 		Genomic approaches to the control of Bovine Respiratory Disease Complex
14. Disease reduction in cattle by eliminating colonization of pathogens
15. Validation of Biomarkers for Decreased Salmonella Carriage in Swine
16. Incorporating whole genome sequencing and 80K SNP data to enhance genomic prediction for
pig feed efficiency
17. Establishment of a reference genomics database for Mycobacterium bovis and Brucella abortus in
Wood Buffalo National Park by whole genome sequencing and its use for analysis of local transmission
patterns of bovine tuberculosis and brucellosis in this ecosystem
18. Enhanced molecular diagnostics and validating genetic resistance to PEDV in pigs
19. Development of a new generation of modified live virus vaccine for PEDV using reverse genetics system
20. The use of new molecules in association with real time-qPCR assays to discriminate infectious from
non-infectious porcine epidemic diarrhea virus (PEDV) particles
21. Application of Genomics for Increasing Seed Oil Content in Soybean
22. Establishing a Metabolomics Technology Demonstration Centre
23. The Metabolomics Innovation Centre
24. The Metabolomics Innovation Centre – Technology Development
25. Application of Genomics to Improve Swine Health and Welfare
26. AdapTree: Assessing the Adaptive Portfolio of Reforestation Stocks for Future Climates
27. POPCAN: Genetic Improvement of Poplar Trees As A Canadian Bioenergy Feedstock
28. CTAG: Canadian Triticum Advancement Through Genomics
29. SMarTForest: Spruce Marker Technologies for Sustainable Forestry
30. Increasing feed efficiency and reducing methane emissions through genomics: a new promising
goal for the Canadian Dairy Industry
31. Application of Genomics to Improve Disease Resiliency and Sustainability in Pork Production
32. Development and deployment of MBVs/gEPDs for feed efficiency and carcass traits that perform in
commercial beef cattle
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Canadian-based
International Barcode
of Life project catalogs
500k species (2015)
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Chimpanzee genome
completed (2005)

Genetic surveillance
used to identify origins
of Ebola outbreak
(2014)
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EXPENSES*

REVEN UE*
351,923

Other Funding Sources

249,157

3,024,296

Communications & Outreach

Genome Canada

63,952

External Committees

1,603,091

General & Administration
and Amortization

3,313,094

Government of
Alberta

4,465,322

307,791

Project Development

RESEARCH PROJECT EXPENDITURES*
146,182

185,118

Genome Canada 2014 Large-Scale
Applied Research Project Competition

Alberta Epigenetics Network Program

190,506

414,345

Other

Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea Virus

1,317,175

Genomics Innovation
Network Competition

450,232

Alberta Livestock
Genomics Program 2

644,538

548,866

Genome Canada 2012 Large-Scale
Applied Research Project Competition

568,360

Genome Canada 2010 Large-Scale
Applied Research Project Competition

Genome Alberta Strategic
Initiatives Program

*Based on audited financial statements for the year ended March 31st, 2016.
If you would like more financial information from Genome Alberta please send an e-mail request to info@genomealberta.ca
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Genome Alberta Board of Directors
2005 to March 31st, 2016

Genome Alberta Staff
as of March 31st, 2016

Babiuk, Lorne
Blade, Stan
Brown, Lesley
Cochrane, William
Collins-Nakai, Ruth
Crossley, Lisa
Elliott, Susan
Fitzpatrick, Dennis
Fritzler, Marvin
Froehlich, Art
Goebel, Randy
Goldstein, Rose
Hackett, Peter
Keough, Kevin
Knox, Ken
McCauley, Ed
Mehr, Barry
Merryweather, Rod
Podemski, Edwina
Stephens, Andrew
Stewart-Smith, Jennifer
Thompson, Stella
Weeks, Dan
Young, Eric

David Bailey
President and CEO

2007–2014
2014–present
2014–2015
2005–2008
2010–2015
2016–present
2013–present
2005–2013
2008–2015
2005–2011
2009–present
2007–2009
2005–2008
2005–2013
2012–2015
2011–present
2013–present
2011–present
2007–2008
2012–present
2005–2011
2005–2014
2013–2014
2011–2013
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Executive Assistant & Office Manager
Matt Bryman
Programs Director
Mariana Cuznetova
Senior Accountant
Harleen Ghuttora
Program Coordinator
Niall Kerrigan
Program Coordinator
Ryan Mercer Research Program Manager
Michelle Morin
Administrative Assistant
Viktoria Olsen
Project Accountant
Gijs van Rooijen
Chief Scientific Officer
Mike Spear
Director of Corporate Communications
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From 2005–2015, 72 research initiatives
have been realized
The greatest number of projects have been in:
Agri-Food (40), Health (10), Forestry (10),
Capacity Building (8) with the remainder in:
Energy & Environment (1), Technology
Development (1), GELS (1)
Skilled people involved in these initiatives
include Project leaders and co-leaders (76),
other Highly Qualified People (1000+)
14 universities have had active involvement:
BC=2, AB=3, SK=1, MB=1, ON=2, QC=3,
USA=1 and Australia=1

