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Canada’s Genomics Enterprise is proud to host the Agri-Food Genomics Forum 2015.

THE AGRI-FOOD SCIENTIFIC FORUM has become an annual transatlantic event managed by 
representatives from Canada, the U.S., Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland, and the U.K. The 
organizers and speakers you will meet this week represent diverse agri-food scientific disciplines, 

who have come together to create a platform for senior scientists, administrators, funders, and private 
sector stakeholders to better identify and understand regional priorities, shared challenges, and threats 
to the agri-food sector.  The aim of the meeting is to identify the science required to deliver defined, 
tangible, and practical outcomes of genuine benefit to regional farming communities, food producers and 
consumers. The organizing committee welcomes all of you to the Forum and hopes you not only enjoy 
the discussion, but leave with ideas to develop collaborative research programs with new partners.

to Edmonton, Alberta
Welcome

Delta South, Edmonton,  
Alberta, Canada

October 14-16, 2015
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Day One  Wednesday, October 14, 2015

18:30   Welcome Reception and Registration 

 Diamond Emerald Room (Main Floor, Delta South)  
– view posters

20:00   Dinner – Diamond Emerald Room  
(Sponsored by Canada’s Genomics Enterprise) 

Day Two Thursday, October 15, 2015

 Royal Room, Main Floor

08:00 – 08:15 Welcome: David Bailey (Genome Alberta)

 Opening Remarks: David Chalack (ALMA)

 Morning Chair: Seamus Kennedy (AFBI)

08:15 – 08:30 Outline Forum Objectives

08:30 – 09:30 Gut microbiome–implications for livestock  
nutrition and health. 

 Workshop Chair: Mitch Abrahamsen (Cobb-Vantress) 

 Speakers: Sinead Waters (Teagasc), Tim McAllister (AAFC), 
Ben Willing (University of Alberta).

 Scope: Impact of early life diet on subsequent health and 
productivity, ruminants and monogastrics; emerging viruses 
and new science; reference to the role of protein.

09:30 – 10:30 Breeding and feeding livestock for improved  
animal and human health.

 Workshop Chair: David Saretsky (Cantriex Livestock Int.) 

 Speakers: Mitch Abrahamsen (Cobb-Vantress), Gary Bennett 
(USDA/ARS), Nigel Scollan (Aberystwyth University), David 
Saretsky (Cantriex Livestock Int.).

 Scope: The role of nutrients, omega fatty acids etc. – research 
on grass/pasture – why do “grass fed” beef cattle products 
command a premium price?

10:30 – 10:45 HEALTH BREAK

10:45 – 12:00 Breakout session for first two workshops

12:00 – 13:00 LUNCH

 Afternoon Chair: Reno Pontarollo (Genome Prairie) 

13:00 – 14:00 Selection for feed efficiency in cattle – Impact  
of climate change and methane production

 Workshop Chair: Camiel Huisma (GrowSafe Systems) 

 Speakers: John Basarab (AAFRD), Mike Coffey (SRUC), Gary 
Bennett (USDA/ARS), Nigel Scollan (Aberystwyth University).

 Scope: : Includes effects of climate change and  
methane production, etc. 

Agri-Food Genomics Forum 2015
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 14:00 – 15:00 Developing alternative treatment strategies to avoid 
antimicrobial resistance (AMR) in livestock

 Workshop Chair: Angie Siemens (Cargill)

 Speakers: : Angie Siemens (Cargill), Leigh Rosengren (Rosengren 
Epidemiology Consulting Inc.), Ed Topp (AAFC), Peter Slade (MLF).

 Scope: Production/relevance to AMR and health, reference to  
MRSA surveillance. How do we measure success; what are the 
current problems facing producers as regulatory agencies clamp 
down on access; update from EU and USA on targeted support  
for AMR projects in livestock.

15:00 – 15:15 HEALTH BREAK

15:15 – 16:15 Developing information driven systems for  
livestock applications

 Workshop Chair: Brian Van Doormaal (Canadian Dairy Network)

 Speakers: Steven Morrison (AFBI), Brian Van Doormaal (CDN), 
Laurence Shalloo (Teagasc), Brian Wickham (ConsultWickham).

 Scope: Mining lifecycle data to develop management blueprints, 
Managing and linking new data to “on farm” applications in  
dairy, beef and pork in a timely and feasible manner, GxExM – 
reference to cost implications, labour, waste, breeding selection/
genomics – why animal X performs better than animal Y, estimating 
predictive element.

16:15 – 17:30 Breakout session for three workshops

17:30 – 17:50 Summary of the day and details for evening 

18:00 – 20:30 OPEN – Reservation at Moose Factory Restaurant for  
those who would like to attend 

Day Three  Friday, October 16, 2015

 Royal Room, Main Floor

08:30 – 09:00 Morning Chair: Joan Lunney (USDA/ARS)

09:00 – 10:00 Report from each of the five breakout sessions by the 
industry chairpersons on specific theme ideas and 
opportunities for collaborations. Approximately 10 
mins each + questions/comments

10:00 – 11:00 Canadian Funding Opportunities with an International 
dimension. Approximately 10 mins each x 5, questions/
comments

 Speakers: Cindy Bell (Genome Canada), Stewart Cressman 
(Agriculture Research Institute of Ontario), Reynold Bergen 
(CCA), Susan Novak (ALMA), Cornelia Kreplin (Alberta 
Innovates – Bio Solutions)

11:00 – 11:30 European Commission Horizon 2020 overview and its 
relevance to North America – David McCleery (AFBI)

11:30 – 12:15 List of potential collaborators and next steps/wrap up 
by Chairperson

12:15 – 12:30 Closing comments/Dublin Forum 2016 – Ray Atkinson 
(AFBI)

12:30 Adjourn/Brown Bag Lunch 

Agri-Food Genomics Forum 2015
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David Chalack (Opening Remarks)

D avid Chalack is a well-respected breeder and cattle judge who has 
been active in the Holstein industry for the past 30 years. David was raised on a 

Holstein dairy farm and received his Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine in 1975. 

He is currently the international sales manager for Alta Genetics Inc. and President 
and part owner of Rocky Mountain Holsteins, Inc., and is an official judge for Holstein 
Canada. David chairs the boards of the Alberta Livestock and Meat Agency, a provincial 
government agency established to help advance the Alberta Livestock and Meat 
Strategy, and the ministerial advisory board of the Canadian Food Inspection Agency.

He sits on the boards of several organizations, including the Canadian Dairy Network, 
Alberta Ingenuity Centre Livestock Gentec, and the Alberta Economic Development 
Authority. Formerly, he served as president and board chair of the Calgary Exhibition 
and Stampede and as a director on the boards of Horse Racing Alberta, the Calgary 
Zoological Society, and the Canadian Livestock Genetic Exporters Association, and was 
also a member of the dean’s advisory council for the University of Calgary’s Faculty of 
Veterinary Medicine.

Seamus Kennedy

P rofessor Seamus Kennedy served as Deputy Chief Executive Officer at AFBI and 
Head of its Veterinary Sciences Division since formation of the Institute in April 

2006 and since 2009 has been the organization’s Chief Executive Officer.

He is a graduate in veterinary medicine from University College Dublin and completed a 
PhD at Queen’s University Belfast.  He has specialised in veterinary pathology, is a Fellow 
of the Royal College of Pathologists, is a member of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, and a diplomate of the European College of Veterinary Pathologists.

Seamus was President of the European Society of Veterinary Pathology from 2006 
to 2009 and a Council Member from 2009 to 2011.  He has authored more than 130 
refereed papers on animal disease and has been listed as the fifth most highly cited 
author in veterinary medicine on a world-wide basis.  He is a member of the Editorial 
Boards of the Journal of Comparative Pathology and the Irish Veterinary Journal.  Seamus 
was awarded a Magnolia Prize by the Shanghai Municipal Government in 2013 and is 
a winner of the CL Davis Foundation of Veterinary Pathology annual prize for the best 
paper in the journal Veterinary Pathology.  He was a visiting Professor of Veterinary 
Pathology at Purdue University, Indiana, USA in 1987.

Mitch Abrahamsen

M itch Abrahamsen serves as Vice President of Research and Development with 
Cobb-Vantress, a poultry research company engaged in the development, 

production, and sale of broiler breeding stock. Prior to Cobb, he worked for Hills Pet 
Nutrition as Vice President Research, and as Chief Scientific Officer/VP Research and 
Development for Pyxis Genomics. In both roles he managed integrated research 
programs and teams dedicated to providing scientific evidence and support for 
the company’s products and strategic direction. His responsibilities also involved 
negotiation with partners and communicating to internal functions, such as senior 
management, marketing and sales, of research program progress and ensuring suitable 
use of the technical results package.

He has a PhD from the University of Washington and a BSc from the University of 
Minnesota-Twin Cities.

David Bailey (Welcome Remarks)

D avid Bailey obtained his PhD in genetics and animal breeding from the University 
of Alberta in 1985. He began his career with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 

as a research scientist in Lethbridge, Alberta and was later appointed to management 
postings as Research Centre Director in Charlottetown, P.E.I. and Lacombe, Alberta 
before his appointment as Director General in 2003.

He has published more than 60 peer-reviewed manuscripts and has received several 
awards for excellence in research and transferring research into commercialization, 
including the CSAS’s Young Scientist Award and NRC-IRAP’s Federal Partners in 
Technology Transfer.

His leadership profile also includes service on a number of Advisory Boards and 
Committees such as Livestock Gentec (UA), Manning Innovation Awards Southern 
Chapter (AB), PrioNet Canada (founding member), and Alberta Prion Research Institute 
Management Board (founding member). David has also served as an adjunct professor 
at Texas A&M University, and the University of Calgary (current).

David joined Genome Alberta as the President and CEO in April 2006. In less than 10 years 
he has built the organization into a vibrant and effective team that has partnered with key 
Alberta sectors to help deliver genomic solutions to real challenges.

Workshop Chairs

Agri-Food Genomics Forum



10 11

Camiel Huisma

C amiel Huisma is President and Founder of GrowSafe Systems based in Alberta. 
The company’s team of multi-disciplinary engineers and scientists develop 

intelligent systems that have real-time ability to automatically and continuously 
monitor individual animals, measure and predict market value, and identify and treat 
targeted animals without human intervention.

GrowSafe has expanded into Brazil, Australia and the UK, and has technology 
installations planned for Finland, Mexico and South Africa. GrowSafe’s technology is 
used by more than 75 major agricultural research centres and premium seedstock 
operations worldwide to conduct livestock research and to measure feed efficiency.

Joan Lunney

J oan Lunney is a Research Scientist and an internationally recognized authority 
on pig immunology and genomics. Her lab is located at the USDA Agricultural 

Research Center, Beltsville Agricultural Research Center, in Beltsville, Maryland. She 
obtained her BSc in chemistry from Chestnut Hill College, Philadelphia, PA, and her 
PhD in biochemistry from the Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD.

Dr. Lunney is actively involved in mentoring younger scientists, particularly women 
scientists. In 1998 she was elected a fellow of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science and in 2010 received the ARS Beltsville Area Scientist of the 
Year Award. She has served on numerous grant panels, journal editorial boards, and in 
leadership positions for animal genetic and veterinary immunology societies.

Reno Pontarollo

R eno Pontarollo has been the Chief Executive Officer and President of Genome Prairie 
Inc. since April 2013, and prior to that was the organization’s Chief Scientific Officer.

Reno received an MBA Degree from Athabasca University in 2004, a PhD from the 
University of Saskatchewan in 1995, and a B.Sc. (Honors) in Microbiology and a PhD. in 
Veterinary Microbiology also from the University of Saskatchewan. From March 2003 to 
October 2004 he was Senior Scientist and Director of R & D at Pryxis Genomics Canada 
where his research programs included innate immunity, rational vaccine design, and 
genetic profiling of feeder cattle.

David Saretsky

D avid Saretsky is Director of Alberta-based Cantriex Livestock 
International Inc. a full service livestock and livestock genetics 

brokerage company that has been in the export business for more than 30 years. 
Cantriex’s network of domestic and international customers gives the company a 
strategic position that allows it to complete a wide range of transactions. Cantriex has 
operated and managed large-scale cattle feeding and cattle grazing operations across 
Western Canada and has the experience and expertise to provide technical assistance 
to a wide range of beef operations.

Angie Siemens

A ngie Siemens grew up on a diversified livestock and grain farm in Indiana and 
therefore knows all about food production from the very beginning of the 

supply chain. She is now the Vice President of Technical Services for the Cargill Animal 
Protein division of Cargill Inc., where she manages food safety and oversees all aspects 
of food safety and quality control in 32 facilities in the United States and Canada.

Angie has a PhD in Food Science and a Master Degree in Animal Sciences from the 
University of Missouri-Columbia.

BrianVan Doormaal

B rian Van Doormal has been Chief Executive Officer and General Manager of the 
Canadian Dairy Network since 2010.

He has 24 years experience in the Canadian dairy cattle improvement industry, 
including a successful 15-year tenure taking the CDN to its current position as a world-
recognized national genetic evaluation centre.

Workshop Chairs
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